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1 General 

1.1 Overview 

The Freedom of Information Act Office is responsible for management oversight of the Army-wide 

implementation of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) program in accordance with 5 United States Code 

(U.S.C.), and Public Law 106-554.  The office implements the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), 

Department of Justice (DOJ) and Department of Defense (DoD) guidance regarding the FOIA and ensure the 

requirements of Executive Order (EO) 13392 (Improving Agency Disclosure of Information) and the Action 

Plan are fulfilled.  This office is also responsible for compiling and validating the Army's annual FOIA report 

and provides guidance and procedures for Army activities regarding information release and protection of Army 

information.  In addition, the FOIA office reviews agency forms and regulations for FOIA compliance and 

administers, operates the Army-wide Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts Case Tracking System 

(FACTS) database and the Army FOIA Library. 

The Army’s Freedom of Information Act Library per the Electronic FOIA Amendments of 1996 (often referred 

to as Electronic-FOIA (e-FOIA)) was signed into law in order to “bring the FOIA into the electronic age.”  The 

legislation requires that agency records that have been released in response to FOIA, or that may become the 

subject of subsequent FOIA requests, be made publically available. 

1.2 User Access 

The Army FOIA Library makes documents more accessible to the public.  
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2 FOIA Library 

When you access the FOIA Library, the screen below appears, as shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1. FOIA Library Homepage 

2.1 Category Type 

The Army FOIA Library is organized by the four required categories established by the e-FOIA. 

 The (a)(2)(A) Records contain final opinions and orders made in the adjudications of cases that may be 

cited, used, or relied upon as precedents in future adjudications.  See Figure 2. 
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Figure 2. (a)(2)(A) Records 

By selecting the category type, a list of documents will appear.  The user has the ability to sort based on 

Title, Subject, Keywords, Document Date, Upload Date, Document Number, Originator, Link, and File 

Name.  See Figure 3 and Figure 4. 

 

Figure 3. Final Opinions 

 

Figure 4. Final Orders 

 The (a)(2)(B) Records contain statements of policy and interpretations that have been adopted by the 

agency and are not published in the Federal Register.  See Figure 5. 
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Figure 5. (a)(2)(B) Records 

By selecting the category type, a list of documents will appear.  The user has the ability to sort based on 

Title, Subject, Keywords, Document Date, Upload Date, Document Number, Originator, Link and File 

Name.  See Figure 6 and Figure 7. 

 

Figure 6. Statements of Policy 
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Figure 7. Interpretations of Policy 

 The (a)(2)(C) Records contain administrative staff manuals and instructions, or portions thereof, that 

establish DoD policy or interpretation of policy that affect the public. See Figure 8, Figure 9, Figure 

10, Figure 11, and Figure 12. 

 

Figure 8. (a)(2)(C) Records 
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Figure 9. Manuals 

 

 

Figure 10. Instructions 
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Figure 11. Guides 

 

Figure 12. Regulations 

 The (a)(2)(D) Records contain records released to the public, under the FOIA that are or will likely 

become the subject of subsequent requests.  See Figure 13. 
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Figure 13. (a)(2)(D) Records 
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Figure 14. (a)(2)(D) Records Cont. 

2.2 Searching for Documents 

There are two type of searches used with the FOIA Library and are described below:  

 Search:  Search for keywords or topics.  You can also use quotation marks and the AND, OR, NOT 

operators for more accuracy, e.g., Army AND “Marine Corps”. 

 Advanced Search:  Use specific fields to search by title, subject, keyword, document date range, 

document number, originator, category, or subcategory. 

 

Figure 15. Click to Begin Searching 

On the “Document Categories” page, at the top of the page, you can enter search keywords or topics, and click 

on the Search or Advanced button.  The Advanced Search option is used for a more detailed search.  See 

Figures 16, Figure 17, and Figure 18. 

 

Figure 16. FOIA Search 

 

https://www.foia.army.mil/readingroom/index.aspx
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Figure 17. FOIA Search Results 

 

Figure 18. FOIA Advanced Search 

2.3 Recent Additions 

There is also a link on the main web page that reveals the five recent additions to the FOIA Library.  The 

example used in the document shows the following items:  

 D APP 57- Defense Reply to Government Response to Motion to Dismiss More »  

 AE 36 Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Ruling - Defense Motion to Dismiss for Unlawful... 
More »  

 January 2017 More »  

 2016 Exchange FOIA Log More »  

https://www.foia.army.mil/ReadingRoom/FileDownload.dl?docId=fdd75fde-0d42-4b6a-961d-9643bad99e24
https://www.foia.army.mil/ReadingRoom/FileDownload.dl?docId=b5fb9a68-d196-483c-aaa9-f69f13ba51d8
https://www.foia.army.mil/ReadingRoom/FileDownload.dl?docId=fb7e022d-37de-4df4-8168-337b08031aaf
https://www.foia.army.mil/ReadingRoom/FileDownload.dl?docId=d57280dd-d633-4672-b454-5dd087d02704
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 G APP 68 - Government Response to Defense Motion to Dismiss 1 Feb 2017 More »  

By selecting More », a window will appear with the options to “Open” or “Save” the file.  See Figure 19. 

 

Figure 19. Open/Save File 

2.4 Popular Searches 

The FOIA Library also tracks the recent popular searches from the website and can be found in the lower right 

hand corner of the web page.  See Figure 20. 

 

Figure 20. Popular Searches 

https://www.foia.army.mil/ReadingRoom/FileDownload.dl?docId=a1b71340-dcdc-46b0-8962-5fbe9b68132a
https://www.foia.army.mil/ReadingRoom/FileDownload.dl?docId=a1b71340-dcdc-46b0-8962-5fbe9b68132a
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3 Acronyms 

This section contains a list of acronyms and abbreviations used in this document. 

DoD Department of Defense 

DOJ Department of Justice 

e-FOIA Electronic FOIA 

EO Executive Order 

FACTS Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts Case Tracking System 

FOIA Freedom of Information Act 

IMO Information Management Office 

OMB Office of Management and Budget 

U.S.C. United States Code 

USARMDA U.S. Army Records Management and Declassification Agency 
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4 References 

The following references illustrate public laws which have been issued on the subject of information security 

and should be used to demonstrate RMDA responsibilities associated with protection of its information assets: 

Executive Order 13392, “Improving Agency Disclosure of Information,” 14 December 2005 

5 United States Code 552, The Freedom of Information Act (with Amendments) 

Army Regulation 25-55, “Department of the Army Freedom of Information Act Program,” 1 November 1997 

5 32 Code of Federal Regulations 518.9, “FOIA Reading Room,” 1 July 2016 

Department of Defense 5400.7-R, “Department of Defense Freedom of Information Act Handbook” 4 

September 1998 


